Lake Havasu Unified School District No.1
Emergency Preparedness Parent Letter
Dear Parents and Guardians:

Should an emergency or disaster situation ever arise in our area while school is in session, we want you to
be aware that the schools have made preparations to respond effectively to such situations. In fact, public

schools in Arizona are built to meet stringent construction standards and they may be safer than your own
home in the event of a disaster.

Should we have a major disaster during school hours, your student(s) will be cared for at the school. Our
School District has a detailed disaster plan which has been formulated to respond to a major catastrophe.

Your cooperation is necessary in any emergency.

1. Do not telephone the school. Telephone lines may be needed for emergency communication.

2. Do not attempt to reach your student by cell phone as this may put your student at further risk
depending on the emergency and cell phone lines may be needed for emergency communication.

3. Inthe event of a serious emergency, students will be kept at their schools until they are picked up by an
identified, responsible adult who has been identified as such on a School District emergency card
which is required to be filled out by parents at the beginning of every school year. Please be sure you
consider the following criteria when you authorize another person to pick up your child at school:

= He/sheis 18 years of age or older.

= He/she is usually home during the day.

® He/she could walk to school, if necessary.

= He/she is known to your child.

®= He/she is both aware and able to assume this responsibility.

4. Turn your radio to KAAA, KFLG-FM, KNKK-M, KSTAR-AM, KZZZ-AM, KJJJ, KNTR, KAAA, KFLG-FM, KNKK-
M, KSTAR-AM, and KZZZ-AM for emergency announcements. If students are to be kept at school, radio
stations will be notified. If electrical service and internet services are not affected, information will be
posted on school website which can be accessed through district website at www.havasu.k12.az.us

5. In addition, information regarding day-to-day school operations will be available by calling the District
Office at 505-6900.

6. Impress upon your children the need for them to follow the directions of any school personnel in times
of an emergency.

Students will be released only to parents and persons identified on the School District Emergency Card.
During an extreme emergency, students will be released at designated reunion gates located on school
campuses. These will be identified with signs or posters.

Parents should become familiar with the School Emergency Disaster Plan and be patient and
understanding with the student release process. Please instruct your student to remain at school until you
or a designee arrives. Because local telephone service may be disrupted, also list an out-of-State contact on
the emergency card, as calls may still be made out of the area while incoming calls are affected.


Admin
Sticky Note
Please make sure your child's school always has your latest contact information. If you are not sure, call the school, but do not call during an emergency.

If you have a student at the High School, to check/update your contact information call the guidance office at 854-5001, extension 5327.

If you have a student at Thunderbolt Middle School, dial the main number at 854-7224.

If you have a student at an elementary school, just call the school's main number.
Havasupai 505-6040
Jamaica 854-7280
Nautilus 505-6060
Oro Grande 505-6080
Smoketree 505-6020.
Starline 505-1490


The decision to keep students at school will be based upon whether or not streets in the area are open. If
this occurs, radio stations will be notified. In the event that a natural disaster takes place during the time
that students are being transported, students will be kept on the bus and the driver will ask for assistance
through radio contact with the school and district personnel. Any child who is home waiting for the bus
will not be picked up (if roads are impassable) and remains the responsibility of the parent or guardian.
In the event a natural disaster occurs in the afternoon, the driver will make every attempt to continue
delivering the students to their homes. Should road conditions prevent the driver from delivering
students to their home or to school in the morning, the students will be delivered to the nearest school
site and that school will communicate with the home school to inform them of the students” whereabouts.

In case of a hazardous release event (chemical spill) near the school area, Shelter-in-Place procedures will
be implemented to provide in place protection. All students and staff will clear the fields, report to their
rooms and all efforts will be made to prevent outside air from entering classrooms during the emergency.
“Shelter-in-Place” signs will be placed in classroom windows or hung outside classroom doors during a
drill or emergency. Students arriving at school during a Shelter-in-Place drill or event should report to
the school office or to a previously designated area at the school because classrooms will be inaccessible.
When the dangerous incident has subsided, an all-clear signal will be given.

Should an emergency or disaster situation ever arise while school is not in session requiring a school
closure, the following steps will be taken to notify and keep the community aware of status. Radio and
local TV stations will be notified. Please turn your radio to KAAA, KFLG-FM, KNKK-M, KSTAR-AM, KZZZ-
AM, KJJJ, KNTR, KAAA, KFLG-FM, KNKK-M, KSTAR-AM, and KZZZ-AM for emergency announcements. Turn
your television to station Channels 25 and 45 for public announcements. Information will be posted on
school website which can be accessed through district website at www.havasu.kl2.az.us. Staff will be
posted outside of school to communicate school closure. If your student rides a school bus, the bus
driver will notify your child at the bus stop. Emergency phone call system will be activated and parents
will be notified. In addition, school marquis will be used to communicate closure .

Please discuss these matters with your immediate family. Planning ahead will help alleviate concern
during emergencies.

For more information on how your family can be better prepared for emergencies at home, please contact
Mohave County Public Health Department or log on to www.HealthELinks.com.

Sincerely,

Aggie Wolter
District Emergency Response Coordinator



